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This study examines the historical development of the center of government and 

administration in Egypt from the emergence of the state in ancient Egypt (around 3200 BCE) 

to the modern republican era in 2014 CE. It traces the transformations that have occurred in 

the concept of political power, its geographical locations, and its administrative institutions 

throughout successive periods. The study demonstrates that the center of government in Egypt 

was not static, but rather underwent a series of shifts between different cities and capitals. 

This began with the centers of government in ancient Egypt, continued through the Ptolemaic 

and Roman periods, and then the Islamic era, which witnessed a diversity of capitals such as 

Fustat, al-Askar, al-Qata'i, and Cairo, culminating in modern Cairo, where the state 

institutions became firmly established. 

The study also links the evolution of the center of government to the development of 

constitutional and administrative thought, clarifying that the change of capitals was not 

merely a geographical relocation, but rather a reflection of the changing nature of power, the 

degree of political centralization, and the evolution of the concept of the state from its 

traditional form to the modern state with constitutional institutions. The study highlights the 

relationship between the evolution of the political system in Egypt and the development of 

constitutional law philosophy, from the origins and organization of power and the distribution 

of jurisdictions, culminating in modern constitutions in the republican era, particularly the 

2014 Constitution and its amendments. 

The study concludes that Egypt represents a unique model of state continuity despite changes 

in the centers of power, reflecting the depth of Egypt's historical experience in state-building 

and the evolution of its systems of governance and administration. 

Political Systems; Administrative Systems; Capital City; Egyptian Constitutions; 

Ancient Egyptian Civilization; Ptolemaic Civilization; Roman Egypt; Islamic Egypt; Tulunid 

Egypt; Fatimid Egypt; Modern Egypt.
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